First Message

Scripture – Exodus 25:1-8:  
1 The LORD said to Moses,  2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for me from each man whose heart prompts him to give.  3 These are the offerings you are to receive from them: gold, silver and bronze;  4 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair;  5 ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia wood;  6 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense;  7 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.  9 Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”

Introduction:  
This is the day—this is the great day—that the Lord has made!  We can rejoice and be glad in it.  We can especially rejoice because today we are launching the most wonderful and challenging endeavor in our church’s history.  We’re doing it, not for our own advancement, but for Christ and His Kingdom.  He is giving us an opportunity to expand our ministries by… (briefly describe the expansion project).  
As we face the opportunity before us, we have a precedence of sorts in the Old Testament.  One of the first things the Lord told the Israelites after they had escaped the enslavement of Egypt was to build a place of worship—a Tabernacle.  This was a major capital stewardship project, and over fifty chapters in the Bible are given over to describing the Tabernacle’s construction, use, and significance.  The Tabernacle was a worship center where God, in all His glory, could dwell in the midst of His people.  It was designed to be portable, because the nation of Israel at that time was nomadic.  They had followed Moses out of Egypt, but had not yet settled down in the Promised Land.  So the Lord led them to construct a small campus—a complex of courtyards and curtains—to house a very special tent where His glory would dwell among them.
Now, there are significant differences between the building of the Tabernacle and our own building project, but there are also some similarities. This morning I’d like to point out three parallels.

The Vision
First is the vision.  Moses said to the Israelites, in effect, just what I believe He is saying to you and me today:  “I want to do something here, and it is both expansive and expensive.”  The Bible repeatedly tells us that God gave Moses the plans for the Tabernacle during his 40-day sojourn on Mt. Sinai.  They were very detailed and were patterned after the permanent Tabernacle in the highest heaven (See Hebrews 9).
It may have been a portable tent, but it was by no means ordinary.  Perhaps the most surprising thing about this Tabernacle was the cost of its construction.  It is true that this Old Testament Tabernacle was a tent, but it was no ordinary tent.  If you want to get into camping, you can purchase a little single-person domed tent for as little as twenty dollars, or you could spend several hundred dollars on a multi-room tent for your family.
But how much would it cost us to build an exact replica of this tent that the Israelites built at the Lord’s command in the desert?  One Old Testament scholar calculated the amount of gold, silver, precious stones, wood, leathers, and fabrics contained in the Tabernacle.  For example, Exodus 38:24 says that the gold used in the Tabernacle was over 29 talents.  In other words, there were 2,842 pounds of gold in the Tabernacle.  Gold is currently valued at about $2000 per ounce, which means that the total value just of the gold would be over 90 million dollars.  The value of the other materials would probably double that, for there were five tons of silver, four tons of brass, and an assortment of jewels, fine woods, and rich tapestries.  So it was no little vision and no little tent.  It was over a $180 million project![endnoteRef:1] [1:  The original calculations were based on research done in the mid 1980s when gold was $450 an ounce, which would make the total amount of gold in the Tabernacle over 20 million dollars.  The price of gold in 2001 was closer to $275 an ounce.  You might want to check the current per ounce value of gold and do the calculations yourself.  The value of the gold represented approximately half of the cost of the overall Tabernacle.




















Second Message

Scripture – 1 Chronicles 29:5b:  
Now, who is willing to consecrate himself today to the Lord?
Introduction:  
Last week we talked about the building of the Tabernacle in the wilderness as described in the final chapters of the book of Exodus.  That was an approximately $180 million dollar capital construction project, but God had provided the resources in advance by putting the plunder of Egypt in the pockets of the people before they had departed the land of slavery.
Well, today let’s advance the story.  The Tabernacle was built, and Israel entered the Promised Land.  There followed the days of Joshua and the Judges, then came the reign of Israel’s first king, Saul.  After Saul, the shepherd boy David was raised up to lead his people, and he became Israel’s most famous king.  Into David’s heart God placed a vision and a dream.  Approximately 500 years had passed since the construction of the Tabernacle, and despite its incredible value and workmanship, it was becoming tattered.  Israel was no longer a nomadic nation; they were securely established in the Promised Land and had become a great empire during David’s reign.  Jerusalem was the capital.  Now, late in his life, God gave David a desire to build in Jerusalem a permanent Tabernacle—a Temple—based on the pattern of the ancient wilderness tent.
This Temple was to be unlike anything ever built—grander and greater than any edifice on earth.  Although King David knew that he himself would never actually see this building (it was a project for the future, to be built during the reign of David’s son, Solomon), he felt he could help with the preparations.  Knowing that one of the hardest aspects of the project would be raising the needed funds, he took upon himself the responsibility of seeing that resources were gathered in advance.
We have a wonderful chapter in the Bible about how he went about it, and I’d like for us to study this story today from 1 Chronicles 29.  As we begin reading, we bump into the first lesson immediately.  We learn is that we are called to a great task:

The Task (Verse 1)
1 Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for the LORD God.”
Eye doctors tell us there is a fairly common childhood vision difficulty called “amblyopia,” otherwise known as lazy eye.  It is a condition noted by reduced vision not correctable by glasses or contact lenses, and it’s not due to any eye disease. The brain, for some reason, does not acknowledge the images seen by the amblyopic eye. 
Sometimes Christians and churches have the same problem.  We have lazy eyes, and our vision is deficient.  For some reason our brains don’t pick up the full extent of God’s leading.  That wasn’t a problem for David.  He had 20/20 vision for what God wanted to do, and he told the people, “The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man, but for the Lord God.”
Nor do I believe our church is suffering from spiritual amblyopia, for we have been seeking the Lord’s face for months (years) concerning His vision for our church, and we have learned that His vision is not small.  He wants to do something of eternal significance in us and through us.  (You may want to briefly describe the project here).
David said that the task was great, and it was all the greater because it wasn’t for himself or his kingdom or his legacy—it was for the Lord his God.  We can say exactly the same about our vision and our endeavor.  The task is great, but it isn’t for ourselves—and it is for the glory of our great God!  It is for our Lord Jesus Christ!  It is for His Kingdom!
That may seem a little scary, but I like what Stella Stuart once said:  Behind me is infinite power.  Before me is endless possibility.  Around me is boundless opportunity.  What should I fear?
That was the attitude of King David as he envisioned the building of the great Temple in Jerusalem for the glory of the Lord.

The Team (Verses 2-8)
Next we notice that David pulled around him a team.  He was perhaps the wealthiest man in the world, but he could not finance this project by himself, nor did he want to.  He wanted all his leaders to become a part of it, and he wanted all the people of the land to participate.  Look at verse 2ff:  2 With all my resources I have provided for the Temple of my God—gold for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as well as onyx for the settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine stone and marble—all of these in large quantities.  3 Besides, in my devotion to the Temple of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the Temple of my God…”
Look down at verse 6:  Then the leaders of families, the officers of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king’s work gave willingly…
And verse 8:  Any who had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the Temple of the LORD in the custody of Jehiel the Gershonite.  9 The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 
Not everyone gave the same amount, but everyone gave willingly, sacrificially, and out of a great sense of excitement and expectation.  (This would be a good place for an illustration)

The Test (Verse 10-17)
As the needed resources of gold and silver were gathered, David’s heart rose in praise and thanksgiving.  In verse 10, he broke into a wonderful prayer:  David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor….  
Skip down to verse 17, for there is an unusual word here—one we wouldn’t expect to see—the word test:  I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity.  All these things have I given willingly and with honest intent.  And now I have seen with joy how willingly your  people who are here have given to you.
From time to time, we have an opportunity to be part of something big that God is doing.  From time to time, we have an opportunity of building the Temple, so to speak.  And God provides these opportunities partly as a means of testing us, to see where our treasures are, and to test the sincerity of our consecration to Him.  Let’s go back to verse 2 and see how this develops:

2 “With all my resources I have provided for the Temple of my God—gold for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as well as onyx for the settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine stone and marble—all of these in large quantities.  3 Besides, in my devotion to the Temple of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the Temple of my God….”

 Notice those words:  I now give my personal treasures….  I wonder if you or I have ever done that?  Have we ever really given to God our personal treasures?
Jesus said in Matthew 6:  19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
He wasn’t saying we shouldn’t be wise savers and investors, for the Bible tells us to provide for our families and to prepare for the future.  But how easily those provisions and preparations become treasures we hoard.
The film Schindler’s List chronicled the heroic efforts of a German industrialist named Oskar Schindler. Through his unselfish activities, over a thousand Jews on the trains to Auschwitz were saved. Although the film, even on television, has some very graphic and disturbing scenes, the message itself is profound.
After Schindler found out what was happening at Auschwitz, he began a systematic effort to save as many Jews as he could. For money, he could buy Jews to work in his factory which was supposed to be a part of the military machine of Germany. On one hand he was buying as many Jews as he could, and on the other hand he was deliberately sabotaging the ammunition produced in his factory. He entered the war as a wealthy industrialist; by the end of the war, he was basically bankrupt.
When the Germans surrendered, Schindler met with his workers and declared that at midnight they were all free to go. The most emotional scene of the film was when Schindler said good-bye to the financial manager of the plant, a Jew and his good and trusted friend. As he embraced his friend, Schindler sobbed and said, “I could have done more.” He looked at his automobile and asked, “Why did I save this? I could have bought 10 Jews with this.” Taking another small possession he cried, “This would have saved another one. Why didn’t I do more?”
One day Jesus is going to split the eastern sky and come for His own. It will not matter then how much money we have in a mutual fund or how many bedrooms we have in our homes. The temporary satisfaction we have in vacations and nice cars will be gone. Only what we have done for the cause of Christ will matter.
Or, as Jesus put it, Where our treasure is, there will our hearts be also.
Now, having set an example by giving of his own treasures to the Lord, David challenged the leaders and the people of Israel to do the same, and notice how he put it in verse 5b:  “Now, who is willing to consecrate himself today to the LORD?” 
He could have said, “Now, who is willing to follow my example?”  He could have said, “Who is willing to step up to the plate and help us?”  Or, “Here’s what I’ve given; now, how much can you give?”  He simply said, “Now, who is willing to consecrate himself today to the Lord.”  He understood that giving is an act of consecration.
The word “consecration” isn’t one we use much in our everyday conversation, but we see it frequently in the Bible (it occurs 106 times in the NIV), and it comes from a Latin word meaning “sacred.”  It means that we set ourselves and our possessions aside for sacred use.  We devote ourselves and our resources to Almighty God and to the Kingdom work of Jesus Christ.
When we give our tithes and offerings to the Lord or when we pledge our money to help fulfill the Lord’s vision, it isn’t just a matter of fund-raising.  We are consecrating ourselves and all that we have to the Lord.  What a deep honor that is, and what a high privilege!  What a holy thing!  What a wonderful test from God.

The Truth (Verse 11-16)
Now we come to the final principle:  When we give our treasures as an act of consecration, we are simply giving God back that which is already His own.  Look again at David’s prayer:
11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, or everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 
13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 
14 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.  
15 We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope.  16 O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a Temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  

 “Everything comes from You, and we have given you only what comes from Your hand.”  The Bible’s approach to gold, silver, money, mutual funds, possessions, bank accounts, and all the rest is this:  God is the owner of all the universe.  The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  He gives us our daily bread.  He gives us the ability to produce wealth.  All that we have comes from His hand.  One of the greatest joys of the Christian life is the opportunity of giving back to God what is already His for the extending of His kingdom and to the praise of His glory.
There’s an old hymn by William W. How that says:

We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be;
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.


Conclusion:  
Today we’re at a critical and incredible juncture in the life of our church, and we can echo the words of David in saying that the task is great and that we, His workers, are, in our own selves, inadequate.  But this is a project, not for ourselves, but for the Lord our God, for His glory, and for His kingdom.  Now, in the words of 1 Chronicles 29:5, “Who is willing to consecrate himself or herself today to the Lord?”
























Third Message

Scripture — Haggai 2:6-7:
“This is what the Lord Almighty says:  ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.  I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord Almighty.  ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine’,’ declares the Lord Almighty.”



Review/Background:  
In preparation for the growth and expansion of our work here, we’ve spent the last two Sunday mornings looking at the incredible story of the two greatest building projects in the Bible—the building of the Tabernacle in Exodus and of the Temple in 1 Chronicles.  The Tabernacle was a multi-million dollar capital project described for us in the book of Exodus; and the Temple, which was conceived in the mind of King David, was erected during the reign of David’s son, King Solomon.  It was the greatest building project in the Bible and the most beautiful building in the world.  It sat atop Mount Zion for nearly four hundred years.  
Last week we looked at how it was financed.  David himself had given 4000 tons of gold, which, at today’s rate of $370.00 per ounce, would be valued at nearly fifty million dollars.  From across Israel, the leaders and the people of the Hebrews gave generously toward this project; and in his prayer in 1 Chronicles 29, acknowledging the success of the stewardship campaign to raise the resources for the Temple, David prayed:  O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a Temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.  
So the Temple was constructed, and people came from around the world to worship there and to gaze in wonder and admiration at this beautiful house of the Lord.
	But during the ensuing centuries, the nation of Israel declined spiritually and morally, and there was a corresponding decline in their national strength and solidarity.  As a result, they fell victim to the pressures of rising empires in the east.  Eventually, because of their sin and disobedience, they were brutally conquered by the Babylonian Empire.  All of Jerusalem was pummeled and plundered, and the incomparable Temple of Solomon was torched and burnt to the ground.  The scream of the Jewish people echoed to heaven and hell.  Most of Israel perished, and the survivors were deported and dispersed by the invading armies of Nebuchadnezzar in the year 586 B.C.  It was the most tragic event in the Old Testament, and for two generations the surviving Israelites remained traumatized and paralyzed.

Another Building Project
	Seventy years passed, and, as predicted by the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord began to stir up the spirit of the surviving Jews.  According to the book of Ezra, God placed it in their hearts to send a remnant back to Jerusalem to clear away the rubble, to rebuild the Temple, and to restore their sacrifices there.
But how could they ever afford such a project?  This was a tattered, traumatized remnant—a scattered people, living here and there in exile.  How could such folk gather the needed resources?  How was this rebuilding project to be financed?  
Surprisingly, the Lord offered no new fund-raising ideas.  Just as in our previous examples, He didn’t provide the money through spectacular miracles, but through the pockets and purses of His people.  The book of Ezra begins with these words:

1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing:   2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 
“‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a Temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah.  3 Anyone of his people among you—may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the Temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem.  4 And the people of any place where survivors may now be living are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the Temple of God in Jerusalem.’”  
5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem.  6 All their neighbors assisted them with articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in addition to all the freewill offerings. 

Does that sound familiar?  Let the people provide silver and gold, goods and livestock.  Anyone whose heart God moves.  Valuable gifts and freewill offerings.  
This is the same strategy God used to raise the funds for the Tabernacle in the book of Exodus and for the Temple in the book of 1 Chronicles.  
We have a further word about it in chapter 2, verses 68 and 69:

68 When they arrived at the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, some of the heads of the families gave freewill offerings toward the rebuilding of the house of God on its site.  69 According to their ability they gave to the treasury for this work 61,000 drachmas of gold, 5,000 minas of silver and 100 priestly garments. 

 “According to their ability they gave….”  This always has been and always will be the Lord’s one-and-only method of financing those building programs that stem from His heart.  And so the people started.  Clearing away the rubble, they began trying to re-build this building which had been the most beautiful and meaningful edifice on earth.

Discouragement
	But Satan was opposed to this building project, and he tried one thing after another to derail it.  He used division, distraction, and demoralization.  Very often whenever we attempt something great for the Lord, we encounter the devil’s opposition.  He seeks to discourage us, and discouragement is one of his greatest weapons.  But remember:  “All discouragement is from the devil.”  
God seldom asks us to do easy things.  The work of the Kingdom is described in the Bible as a battle.  Sometimes it is described as tilling a field, planting the seed, and tending the harvest.  It is hard, hot, tough work, and our enemy seeks every opportunity to discourage us.  In the case of this remnant, he was successful for awhile.  Look at Ezra 4:4:  Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and make them afraid to go on building….
	And verse 25:  Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.  When you do the calculations, you find that the project bogged down for no less than sixteen years!  The people lacked the resources.  They didn’t have enough money, they didn’t have enough timber, they didn’t have enough courage to go on.


Encouragement
	But now, look at the next chapter—Ezra 5.  God sent two preachers to rouse them from their lethargy:  Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet a descendant of Iddo, prophesized (preached) to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them.  Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem.  And the prophets of God were with them, helping them.
	These two preachers were among the most effective motivational speakers in history.  Inspired by their messages, the people once again opened their pockets and purses.  They picked up their tools and trowels, the work resumed, the resources were gathered, and the restored and rebuilt Temple was completed.

Haggai’s Message
	What powerful messages Haggai and Zechariah much have preached!  Wouldn’t you like to know what they said?  Wouldn’t you like to have the contents of their sermons?  We do!  At the very end of the Old Testament, just before the final book of Malachi, we have the collected sermons of Haggai and of Zechariah.
	We don’t have time today, of course, to thoroughly study these two books, but I’d like to show you just a few verses in the book of Haggai.  Look at Haggai’s message in chapter 1, beginning with verse 3:

	3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai:  4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”  5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.  6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.  8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house (the Temple), so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD….

	In other words, the Lord told this little remnant they suffering personal financial hardship because they were escalating their own lifestyles while neglecting to provide for the work of the Kingdom.  They were more interested in paneling their own houses than in purchasing timber for God’s Temple.  As a result, their finances were not under the umbrella of God’s blessing, and they never seemed to have enough.  Verse 9 says:  “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little.  What you brought home, I blew away.  Why?” declares the Lord Almighty.  “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house.”
	Have you ever heard the phrase, “You can’t out-give God”?  Well, the people here were not even trying.  They were infected with a bad case of we-can’t-do-this-itus, and, as a result, their morale was low, their giving was pathetic, and they were comforting themselves by paneling their own houses.  They were failing in their stewardship responsibilities, and Haggai told them to snap out of it.  
	Are you discouraged?  Is your morale low today?  Are you advancing your own lifestyle while failing in your stewardship obligations?  Well, Haggai is telling you and me to snap out of it and to get our priorities rearranged once again before the Lord.  That may involve some sacrifice.  Sometimes we must sacrifice a paneled home in order to provide timber for God’s house, but in the process we bring our own finances back under the umbrella of God’s blessing and rediscover the truth of that aforementioned phrase:  “You can’t out-give God.”
	You may say, “Paneled house, nothing—I’m broke!  I’m in financial trouble.  I don’t have very much to give.”  But remember—that’s what the remnant had been saying for years.  God wants to provide you and me with wherewithal for His Kingdom’s work if we’ll just give Him first place in our hearts and lives.  We need to redirect our focus from our “poverty” to His priorities.  He will give us the very resources we need to return as gifts to Him, just as David said last week—We give Thee but Thine own.
Does that mean all of us can give a large amount?  Well, yes.  It may not always seem like a large amount in our eyes or in the eyes of others, but if we give willing, sacrificially, and enthusiastically, it is a large amount in His eyes.  There are no small gifts as far as God is concerned, when they are truly given sacrificially for His glory.
The woman in Mark 12 had only two copper coins, but she wanted to devote them to God.   Jesus noticed her gift, and…

43 Calling His disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”

	One of the most famous stories in fund-raising history comes from the year 1912.  Dr. Russell H. Conwell, pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Philadelphia, had a little girl in Sunday School named Hattie May Wiatt who lived nearby.  The Sunday School was very crowded, and one day Dr. Conwell told her that he would love to have buildings large enough to allow everyone to attend who wanted to.  
Later, Hattie May became ill and died.  Rev. Conwell was asked to preach the funeral, and the girl’s mother told him that Hattie May had been saving her money to help build a bigger church.  The mother gave him the little girl’s purse, and it contained fifty-seven cents (which represented a large amount for a poor little girl in those days).  Rev. Conwell took those coins to the bank and exchanged them for fifty-seven pennies which he put on display and “sold.”  With the proceeds, a nearby house was purchased and the property was converted into a children’s wing for the church.  Inspired by Hattie’s story, more money came in, and out of her fifty-seven cents eventually came the buildings for the buildings of Temple Baptist Church in Philadelphia, Temple University, and Good Samaritan Hospital.
	Someone once said, “Little is much when God is in it.”  The amount of our gift isn’t as important as the nature of it.  Are we giving willingly?  Are we giving heartily?  Are we giving sacrificially?  Whether we give out of our abundance or out of our poverty, if we give willingly, heartily, and sacrificially, it is a large gift in God’s eyes and one which He will use beyond our expectations.
And that’s what happened in Haggai’s day.  Notice in verse 12 how the people responded.  12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD.  13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,” declares the LORD.
What a promise!  As we devote ourselves to God’s projects, to God’s work, to God’s kingdom, He is with us!  And just to make sure we don’t miss the significance of that, God repeats the promise in chapter 2:

4 ‘But now be strong…  Be strong…  Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares the LORD Almighty.  5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’ 

	This is what I would tell you today:  We must be strong and work, for God is with us.  His Spirit remains among us.  We’re facing a great task and a huge challenge, but do  not be discouraged for God is with us, and He intends to use this project for His glory in ways we can not even imagine.  Look at verses 6-9:

6 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.  7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD Almighty.  8 ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the LORD Almighty.  9 ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty.”

	Let me paraphrase what Haggai is saying, for it is one of the most profound and incredible promises in the Bible.  The phrase “Desired of all Nations” refers to Christ, the Messiah.  The Lord was telling these people:  Don’t be discouraged.  This project may seem overwhelming, and yet, when compared to the former Temple of Solomon, it may seem small and futile.  But I’ll provide the silver and I’ll provide the gold.  I’ll provide the resources through you, for this building project is critically important to me.  You are preparing a house for my Son, Jesus Christ, who will one day stand in this Temple and preach and pray and present Himself to all the world.  And when He does, it will make this house a million times more glorious than  Solomon’s original Temple in all its glory.  You are building something for My Son, Jesus.

Conclusion:
Our church is facing a great challenge in these days, and we have a great opportunity.  We desire nothing for ourselves, nor do we desire to make our name great; for God will not share His glory with another.  We are building something for Jesus.  Just as Haggai, Zechariah, and the remnant were doing, we are building something for Jesus.  
	Who cares if our houses are paneled?  Who cares if we must sacrifice?  Who cares if we have to do without?  The “Desired of all Nations” is with us!  He will fill this project with His glory; He will use this project for His purposes; He will touch this project with His blessings; and in our lives He will grant peace.
He will use us in ways greater than we can ever imagine, and in this place He will give peace to multitudes of people.
	Let’s provide the timber, and see what God will do. 











Fourth Message

Scripture Reading – 2 Corinthians 8:1-5:
1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. 3 For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

Introduction/Review:
The responsibility of being faithful stewards of God is a constant obligation of the Christian.  The weekly, monthly, yearly responsibility of giving our tithes and offerings to the Lord as an act of worship for the support of His kingdom—that’s a perpetual and enduring Christian habit.  But sometimes in the life of God’s people He leads us to be involved in an extra-ordinary effort. He gives us an unrepeatable opportunity that will allow us to take the next step in the life of our church and of our ministries.
So it is in these exciting days.  We are mounting up a great and extra-ordinary campaign, designed to raise the resources needed for what God is calling us to do in this place for His glory.  In seeking the wisdom of God in these matters, we have devoted several pulpit studies to the great stewardship campaigns of Scripture.
There are four of them, all told.
Three of these special stewardship campaigns come from the pages of the Old Testament and are directed toward: (1) the building of the Tabernacle in the book of Exodus; (2) the building of the Temple in 1 Chronicles; (3) the rebuilding of the Temple in the books of Ezra and Haggai.
Today I’d like for us to look at the fourth and final major stewardship campaign in Scripture, one that is referred to in Romans 15, mentioned in 1 Corinthians 16, and described extensively 2 Corinthians 8 and 9.  Our Sunday School classes have been studying these chapters for the last several weeks, so many of you already know the background.  I will summarize it for you briefly.


Background:
The Apostle Paul had a two-fold purpose for his third missionary journey, which is recorded in Acts 18:23-21:16.  First, he wanted to plant the Gospel and edify the churches in Asia Minor and Europe.  But his second purpose was to raise a large amount of money from these churches for a special project that was on his heart.  The Jewish Christians of Judea were in dire straits.  They were destitute, having been pummeled by both famine and persecution.  Paul knew they needed a large infusion of cash.  Furthermore, he knew that if the Greek and Gentile churches of Europe would provide this need, it would help heal the rift between the Jewish Church of Judea and the Greek Church in the Gentile world.  So during this third missionary tour, the apostle mounted a special, one-of-a-kind effort to raise a large amount of money for the financing of what God had placed in his heart.
Today I’m not going to re-hash our Sunday School lessons.  I’d just like to point out five truths about giving, as Paul articulates them in the wonderful passage we’re read this morning.

Giving Is An Act of Grace (Vs. 1)
First, the Bible tells us here that giving is nothing less than an act of grace.  This is one of the most unusual uses of the word grace in Scripture.  We're familiar with this mighty word grace, and we often sing about God's… Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.  But here Paul used the word grace as a kind of synonym for the act of financial giving.  Verse 1 says:  And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches….  
The Macedonian churches were those congregations in northern Greece that had given a very sacrificial offering toward this campaign, and Paul wanted to use their example to motivate the Corinthians.  Often when we see or hear of the example of other Christians or of other churches, it spurs and prods us forward in our own hearts.
Look down at verses 6-8 and notice that the word grace is again used in this way:  So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.  This refers to the financial gift Paul was expecting from the Christians of Corinth.  He referred to their anticipated gift as-- this act of grace.  He goes on to say:  But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving (vs. 7).
In verse 9, he tells us that giving is an act of grace that mirrors the grace of God Himself:  But you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.
In other words, giving is the result of God's work of grace in our lives.  We are not givers by natures.  We are sinful, selfish, self-centered, and stingy.  Spending and consuming come easily to us, a reality not lost on the credit card companies and the advertising agencies.  That's why, despite the prosperity of our times, so many Americans are mired in debt.
But as we grow in the grace of Jesus Christ, we become more like Him.  We understand the value of sacrifice and self-denial.  We grow concerned about the souls of men and women, and we come to understand that giving is God-like.  Our most familiar verse in the Bible says, "God so loves the world that He gave…."   And the overflow of God's grace in our lives empowers us to be givers.
(This would be a good place for an illustration)
 
Giving Doesn't Depend on Prosperity (Vs. 2)
The next verse—2 Corinthians 8:2—adds another dimension to our view of stewardship:  Giving doesn't depend on prosperity.  Referring again to the churches of Macedonia, Paul continues:  Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.
In other words, what can we say about these churches in Macedonia who had made such significant contributions to the Lord's work?  Were they rich?  Were they enjoying a period of prosperity?  No.  They were going through a severe trial, yet they possessed overflowing joy.   They were themselves living in poverty, yet somehow all this resulted in a richness of generosity that served as an example and as a rebuke to other churches in the Roman world.
	Some time ago, the Willow Creek Community Church in suburban Chicago had a stewardship campaign very much like ours.  They needed to raise fifty million dollars, and it seemed an impossibility.  But the tide turned during a staff meeting.  One of the single young ladies on staff shared her testimony.  She said that it wasn’t possible for her to commit as much as she felt God wanted her to give toward this project based on her weekly income alone.  So she made a hard decision.  She decided that for the next three years, she would take in a roommate and share her room with another young lady for a certain amount of rent.  She committed every penny of that monthly amount to the building campaign as a portion of her pledge, and this enabled her to give as she felt God wanted her to give.  Her testimony that day had a profound impact on other staff members and on the whole leadership of the church, and it was one of the factors that enabled them to receive—not fifty million—but eighty million dollars in commitments.
How like the Macedonian churches! Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  Giving is an act of grace that does not depend on prosperity.

Giving Should Not Be Limited By Our Ability (Vs. 3a)
The third sentence--verse 3—takes this same thought a step further, telling us that giving should not be limited by our ability.  Sometimes someone will say something like this:  "I'll try to do thus-and-so, to the best of my ability."  Well, when it comes to the Lord's work, we aren't to operate on the basis of our ability.  We're to operate on the basis of His ability.  
Look at the way it's put in verse 3:  For I testify that they (these Macedonian churches) gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
Skip down to chapter 9, verse 8:  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
And verses 10-11:  Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion….
We aren't to give to the best of our ability.  We're to follow the leading of the Lord and give according to His ability.  Are Christians in America doing that today?  
Even in the regular practice of tithing, most of us aren’t doing a good job.  According to recent statistics published by the Barna Research Group, only eight percent of born-again Christians tithe from their income, and sixteen percent of born-again Christians give no money at all to churches.  These people are not even giving to the best of their own abilities, yet the Bible tells us that the one who gives us seeds and bread, the one who meets our daily needs, wants to give us all we need so that we can be generous on every occasion.

Giving Is Something We Get To Do (Vs 3b-4)
But let's move on.  The fourth sentence in the opening paragraph of 2 Corinthians 8 gives us our fourth principle:  Giving is something we get to do.  John D. Rockefeller Jr. once said, “Think of giving not as a duty but as a privilege.”  That’s the attitude of Scripture.  Look at verses 3-4:  Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.
The churches in Macedonia begged Paul to let them have the joy and the honor of financially participating in God's work.  They viewed it as a privilege, as something they got to do.
Let me give you a highly hypothetical example.  Suppose someone—someone completely infallible and utterly trustworthy—came to you with a surefire offer, saying, "We are starting a new company with contacts, contracts, and customers already in place.  We need investors who will give one hundred dollars each, but they should know that this is the best investment in the history of business and commerce.  We guarantee that those who invest a hundred dollars now will be multi-millionaires within a few  months."  
Suppose you knew that this was failsafe, that it was truly an opportunity of a lifetime.  Would you vacillate and hesitate?  Would you begrudge that one hundred dollars?  No! You would say, "Here, take two and three hundred dollars!  Let me see if I can come up with a thousand dollars.  How much can I give?  How much can I invest?"
When we invest in the Lord's work, it extends His Kingdom to the ends of the earth; it populates heaven for all eternity; it results in dividends that will outlast this life, outlast this world, outlast time; it will be paying returns into infinity.  It is the best investment opportunity in the universe.  Jesus said, "Lay up treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not corrupt, and where thieves do not break in and steal." 
Who would not want to be a part of that?  We don’t have to give.  We get to give!  Paul calls it, “…the privilege of sharing….”


Giving Reflects Our Personal Commitment To God and To His Church (Vs. 5)
Finally, giving is a reflection of our personal commitment to God and to His church. In verse 5, Paul says:  And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.
Think of your check stubs in the same way you would think of a barometer in connection with the weather.  It is an indicator or reflection or gauge of where you and I are spiritually.  In other words, the reason the Macedonians gave to the Lord with liberality and generosity was because their giving was predicated and preceded by a total-life commitment to the Lord Himself and to His work.
There was a man in Texas whose son was charged with murder.  The man found the best criminal attorney in Dallas to defend his boy, and the young man was acquitted.  When the lawyer presented his bill, which was staggering, the father gladly paid it, for the lawyer had saved his son. 
Later in the year, a faithful pastor won that boy to Christ, saving him from a continued life of drunkenness and sin.  But God didn’t send him a bill, the preacher didn’t invoice him, and that man never seemed to recognize the importance of giving God an offering of thanksgiving.  He gave vast sums to keep his son out of jail, but had no contributions for those who kept his son out of hell.  There was no commitment to God in his life, and that was reflected on the stubs of his checkbook.
Has God done great things in your life?  Has He saved you from a life of sin?  Does your heart belong to Him?  We don’t give to His cause as though we were paying a bill or responding to an invoice.  We don’t give to Him because someone nags us to make a contribution to a worthy cause.  We give because we love Him and because we are utterly committed to His cause in this world.  Giving reflects our personal commitment to Christ and His Kingdom.

Conclusion:
As we seek God’s face regarding our own personal obligations to give of our substance for God’s great work here, may we bear in mind these truths of Scripture:  Giving is an act of grace.  It doesn't depend on prosperity and shouldn't be limited by our ability.  It is a privilege--something we get to do—and is a reflection of our own personal commitment to Christ and to His Kingdom.  And in the process He will supply our needs, bless our church, and use our efforts for eternity.
For consider the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that we, through His poverty, might become rich.




























Fifth Message

Review/Background
On the old-fashioned calendars—the kind that were distributed by drug stores and funeral parlors many years ago—there were a handful of dates in larger-than-ordinary letters, and these dates were written in red.  These were “Red Letter Days” when our entire nation stopped long enough to celebrate great events in our history, or the birthdays of our national heroes, or the holy days of our Christian heritage, such as Easter or Christmas.
Today is a “Red Letter Day” for our church, one which future generations will consider a historic turning point for us as a congregation.
In our pulpit studies for the last several Sundays, we’ve been preparing for this day by looking at the four extra-ordinary stewardship campaigns in Scripture, when the people of God gave sacrificially and willingly—not just out of their regular incomes—but out of their assets and net worth.  We’ve seen how the Lord’s people in Scripture gave not just according to their ability, but by faith and according to His ability.  In that way did the people of earlier generations build the Tabernacle and the first and second Temples, and in that way they provided for the destitute church of Judea.
Every generation of believers since has faced moments of decision in which the forward progress of the work of the Kingdom depended on generous, extra-ordinary financial sacrifices.  We are Christians today because of the sacrifices of those who have come before us.  At great expense, often at the cost of their own lives, they have  passed down the Gospel to us who have gathered here today.

Now, it is our turn; and on this Red Letter Day I want to share with you some “red letters” from the Bible.  In many editions of the Bible, the words of Jesus are printed in red.  Most of these words are found in the Gospels, of course.  But did you know that there is a famous sentence from the lips of Christ that was missed by the Gospel writers?  One of our Lord’s most precious statements is not found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John.  For some reason, those Gospel writers left it out; but years later when the Apostle Paul was speaking to the leaders of the Ephesian Church in Acts 20, he quoted this sentence.  Our Lord’s words have thus been preserved in red letters for you and me in Acts 20:35.  This will be our text for today.

Scripture – Acts 20:35:
In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus Himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’

Introduction:
It is more blessed to give than to receive!
We don’t know when or where Jesus spoke these words.  They were almost forgotten.  We only know that someone remembered them, shared them with the apostle Paul, and he quoted them in Acts 20, thus preserving them in red letters for you and me.  We could call this the almost-forgotten beatitude.
A beatitude is a sentence that begins with the word “Blessed.”  Jesus very frequently spoke in beatitudes.  He began His ministry saying:  Blessed are the poor in spirit…  Blessed are those who mourn… Blessed are the meek… Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness… (Matthew 5:1-6).  Later He said things like, Blessed are your eyes because they see… (Matthew 13:16), and Blessed… are those who hear the word of God and obey it (Luke 11:28).  In fact, the word blessed occurs 42 times in the Gospels.
But there is only one time when the phrase “more blessed” occurs:  It is more blessed to give than to receive.   I believe the Lord Jesus wants to lay this beatitude on our hearts today.  
By reading this carefully, we can see that Jesus was really describing two great blessings in life.  He was talking about giving and He was talking about receiving.  He did not indicate that one is a curse and the other a blessing.  He indicated that both are blessings, but one is a greater blessing than the other.  He was comparing here two different blessings.  
First, there is the blessing of receiving.  When you receive your paycheck at the end of the week, that’s a blessing for which you’re thankful.  It enables you to pay your bills.  It allows you to provide food and clothing and the necessities of life.  When someone remembers you on your birthday with a nice gift, that’s a blessing.  When someone does you a kindness, how thankful you should be.  It is a blessing to receive.
And think of how much we have received from the hand of the Lord Himself.  All we have is from Him.  All that we are and will be—all is from Him.  Our homes and possessions, our families and friends, our souls and bodies, our hope and future—all is from Him.  Forgiveness of sin and eternal life, daily peace, His constantly abiding presence—all is from Him.  There an old song that says:

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth;
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide’
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow;
Blessings—all mine!—and ten thousand besides!
John 1:16 says: From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.
What could be greater?  What could be more wonderful than that?  What could possible be “more blessed”?
Only one thing.  Jesus said, Even more than receiving, it is more blessed to give.  Or, as He put it in Matthew 10:8, “Freely you have received; freely give.”  That’s God’s message to every one of us today as we stand at this historic “Red Letter” moment.  
Why is it more blessed to give than to receive?




Giving Expresses Our Worship
	First, giving expresses our worship to God.  When you give a gift to another person, it is your way of expressing your love or appreciation to that other person.  Gifts are tokens of our esteem and affection.
	From the earliest days of human history, from the days of Abel in Genesis 4, God’s people have been bringing their offerings to Him as an act of worship and as a token of their reverence for the Lord.  
We read in 1 Chronicles 16:29:  Give to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come before Him.  Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! (NKJV).  
The Lord gave this command to the Israelites in Exodus 23:15:  Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in that month you came out of Egypt.  No one is to appear before me empty-handed.  
Likewise in Deuteronomy 16:16-17, we read: No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed:  Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.  
Proverbs 3:9 says, Honor (worship, glorify, praise) the Lord with your wealth.
When the Magi came to worship the infant Christ, they did not come empty-handed.  Matthew 2:11 says: On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.
	In 2 Samuel 24:22, King David wanted to purchase the location where the Temple of Solomon would later be built.  The owner of the land offered it without cost, but David had an interesting response: “No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.”
David understood that worship that costs us nothing is worthless, but giving allows us to express to the Lord, in token form, our love, our reverence, and the worship of our hearts.  As we make our commitments today, it is above all an act of worship and a way of expressing our love and thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus Christ for all we have received from His hand.
Giving Extends Our Work
	Second, giving is a blessing because it extends our work for God, or, better put, it extends His work among us.  We don’t want to expand our facilities here for our own name’s sake.  This isn’t for us.  We aren’t building a kingdom for ourselves or seeking self-aggrandizement.  
This is for Christ and His glory!  –and when we get to heaven I believe we’ll meet boys, girls, students, singles, men, and women there who will thank us a thousand times for the sacrifices we’re going to make today.  They will say, “It was in that new building that I gave my life to the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was in that new Sunday School class that I learned about the Lord.  It was in that new sanctuary that my marriage was healed, that I was saved from suicide, that I found the victory of Christ over a deadly addiction.  It was in those expanded ministries that my life and my home and my children were changed forever.  Thank you, thank you, for giving to the Lord.  I am here in heaven because God led you to expand that ministry until it reached out, all the way to me.” 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:   Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:19-21).

	
Conclusion:
	The purpose of today’s message isn’t to put human pressure on any of us regarding the commitments we’re about to make.  I just want us to see these things from God’s point of view and from an eternal perspective.  We can’t take our houses, lands, or bank accounts with us to heaven.  The only things we can take with us to heaven are the souls of those whom we win to Christ.  Our (expansion project) is simply a tool for us to use toward that end.
As we give, we know there are no gifts too small except those not given cheerfully and sacrificially.  There are no givers too small except those who are giving their money, but not their hearts.
And there are no gifts too large except those given without the forethought of prayer.
	The Bible says, “From the fullness of His grace we have all received one gift after another,” but Jesus added, “It is even more blessed to give…” –because giving expresses our worship and it extends the work He is calling us to do on this earth, in this community, and among His people here at our church.
	Our greatest days are ahead of us, and we have much to do for Christ and His Kingdom.  The task is great, but the resources have already been entrusted to us.  Now is the time for us to consecrate ourselves, to give ourselves to the Lord and be part of what God Himself is doing.
He has blessed us with abundance, and from His hand we’ve received all we have.  
Now may He bless us by prompting our hearts to give all that is needed for His work… remembering the words the Lord Jesus Himself said:  ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
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Where could a bunch of newly-liberated slaves afford that kind of vision?  Where would those sorts of resources come from?  Applying this to ourselves, we could ask, “How can we launch into this kind of building project?  How can we generate the funds?”

The Provision
That brings me to the second parallel between the Tabernacle and our own project:  The provision—God has already provided the needed resources!  He never gives vision without provision.  He anticipates the need and meets it in advance.
Look with me at Exodus 3.  This is the chapter in which God appeared to Moses in the burning bush, appointing him to return to Egypt and deliver His people from slavery.  God made Moses one promise that we frequently overlook.  It is in verses 21ff:  And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed toward this people, so that when you leave you will not go empty-handed.  Every women is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for articles of silver and gold, and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters.  And so you will plunder the Egyptians.
And that’s just what happened.  Look at Exodus 12: 31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested.  32 Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.” 33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!”  34 So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing.  35 The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing.  36 The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.
Here is the great principle:  The Lord places in our hands the resources of the world.  Deuteronomy 8:18 says: But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth….  All we have is His and it all comes from Him.  The Bible teaches that the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it (Psalm 24:1).
He gives and gives and gives to His people.  Why?  Why do we have the money we have?  Some of you may have stocks and bonds.  Why does God give us those things?  The mutual funds?  The saving accounts?  The houses and lands and possessions?  
To put it differently, why did God allow the Israelites to plunder the Egyptians?  Why did He make the Egyptians so favorably disposed toward the Israelites, and why did He want this group of ex-slaves to have so much wealth?  
The Lord wasn’t as interested in giving them a lavish lifestyle as He was in giving them the resources for the building of the Tabernacle.  He was planning ahead.  He was entrusting the Israelites with the material needed for His special tent.
He was putting the needed resources in their pockets and purses in advance.
God could have sent the gold and silver and precious stones down from heaven just as He sent the manna.  He could have airlifted the timber and linen.  It could have arrived by parachute.  But He loves it when His people are involved, when they are His channels for doing His work, so He entrusts the resources to us.  Everything we need for this great endeavor—every dollar and every penny—has already been provided.  It is in our billfolds and bank accounts right now.  His provision for His vision is given in advance.  That leads to the final parallel…

The Decision
Each of us has a decision to make.  During the next several weeks, we’ll all be asked to make a financial commitment toward this expansion project, and we should make it without coercion or human pressure, for I believe God will prompt us.  But we must have willing hearts.  Look again at our text in Exodus 25:  1 The LORD said to Moses,  2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for me from each man whose heart prompts him to give…
And in Exodus 36 we see the result:  3 They received from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning.  4 So all the skilled craftsmen who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work  5 and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the LORD commanded to be done.”  6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing more,  7 because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work.
 (This would be a good place for an illustration)

Conclusion:  
Like the Israelites, we are a group of ex-slaves, for we have been set free from the tyranny of Satan and of sin (Romans 6:17).  Now, God wants to do something through us that is both crucial and incredible.  He wants to extend His kingdom and advance His work on this earth.  He has already given us the needed resources.  It is already in our pockets, in our purses, and in our portfolios.  We’re facing a great opportunity, and each of us must devote ourselves to the Lord anew, asking Him, “Lord, what would you have me do?  What would you have me say?  What would you have me give?”
And may we all be ready to give as God Himself prompts us to do so.


